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Sir: 

In the matter of the above-captioned application for a United States patent, notice is 
hereby given that the Applicant claims the priority date of June 30, 2000, the filing date of the 
corresponding Japanese patent application 2000-203057. 

The certified copy of corresponding Japanese patent application 2000-203057 is being 
submitted herewith. Acknowledgment of receipt of the certified copy is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 





[eyp. Fisher 
Registration NuVnber 24,344 



REED SMITH HAZEL & THOMAS LLP 

3110 Fairview Park Drive 
Suite 1400 

Falls Church, Virginia 22042 
(703) 641-4200 
June 18, 2001 
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